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POST OFFICERS

Commander Ed Luther 333-1766
1% Vice Ted Powis 339-8381
2" Vice Dave Pierce 333-4445
Adjutant Dave Pohoda 230-7824
Finance Officer Bob Wyman 339-6444
Judge Advocate Leslie Baehre 339-4231
Sergeant-at-Arms Al Boyce 290-5018
Chaplain George Swanson 655-5682
Service Officer Jim Suehr 202-4650
Historian Chuch Rhodea 339-3226
Auxiliary President Kathy Sedell 281-2115
SAL Commander Bill Gohier 719-2287

OFFICERS - The Legion officers listed above
were elected at the Post 269 Legion monthly
General Membership Meeting on May 14, 2009.
Terry Eman, Bob Cross, and Ed McDonald were
also elected as Members at Large.

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE - Post # 269 held its
annual Memorial Day Service at 11:00 a.m. on
Monday, May 25, 2009. The service was held in
front of the World War Il Memorial at Ralya
Elementary School in Haslett. The service was
blessed with warm weather and attended by over
90 people.

Attendees were welcomed by Larry Lose,
Immediate Past Commander of Post 269;
followed by playing of the National Anthem; an
invocation by George Swanson, Post Chaplain,
and wreath laying by Kathy Ayers. Ed Luther,
Post Commander, then provided his remarks
followed by Kathy Sedell, Auxiliary President.

This year's guest speaker was Emileigh
Stoll, a Haslett 8" grader. Her remarks were
greatly appreciated by attendees.

The benediction was provided by Kay
Fellows, Post Auxiliary Chaplain. "Taps" was
played at the conclusion of the program. Music
for the service was provided by Haslett High
School band members Jacob Faiver, Gaven
Lienhart and Garrett Mahany. The service was
followed with refreshments at the Post.

FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY - The Post
held a Flag Retirement Ceremony on June 14™,
Flag Day. The ceremony was held in the parking
lot behind the Post at 2:00 p.m. Over 400 torn or
tattered flags were turned in to the Post for the
ceremony by community members. Our thanks to
the National Guard members, Larry Lose, Jim
Suehr and Georg? Swanson for a fine ceremony.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUES - The new
American Legion year begins on July 1. You
can help our Post, the members who donate their
time and effort to the Post's community service
activities, and yourself by paying your Legion
Year 2010 membership renewal dues now.



The Post will be a 100% Membership Post
if all members cooperate by paying their dues on
time. We haven’'t been a 100% Membership Post
for years. Achieving the goal would not only bring
recognition to the Post, but would make the
Adjutant’s job easier and save money spent for
postage on follow-up letters to delinquent
members.

Dues payments help our Post carry out
our community service activities most in the early
part of the Legion year, when funds are not
available from other sources. You can help by
paying your dues early in July or August. You
earned the right to be a Legion member the hard
way, so please cooperate by sending your dues
payments now to: American Legion Post 269, PO
Box 245, Haslett, M| 48840.

NEW MEMBERS - The following members
joined or transferred to Post 269 since our last
newsletter: Randall Creswell, Charlie Harris,
James Keck, Michael Keck and Joseph
Koslowski. Please welcome them when they
visit our Post.

BICYCLE SAFETY HELMET DISTRIBUTIION -

children and provided DNA Kkits to assist parents
in saving items with their children’s DNA (e.g.
hair, baby teeth, etc.). They also checked vehicle
child safety seats to ensure they were properly
installed, and distributed some new seats to

replace seats that did not meet safety
requirements.
The following organizations/individuals

made significant monetary donations to this
important safety project: Post 269 Legion,
Auxiliary, Sons of the American Legion (SAL),
Post 269 bar, Shuffleboard League, Meijer
(Okemos), Lori & Jim Sheets, Glenn Cairns,
Kathy Sedell, Tammy Merritt, Joan Howe and
Larry Lose. Thanks too to Vision Collision for the
use of their parking lot and to Jim Suehr for the
use of his tent.

We especially thank Darryl Smith for
organizing the event and all the other Legion,

Auxiliary, and SAL volunteers and Township
police for the time and efforts spent supporting
the event.

The Post’s helmet giveaway was

POPPY DAYS - The Post Legion’s annual Poppy



days were conducted in front of the Michigan
State University Federal Credit Union in Okemos
and L&L Food Markets at Carriage Hills and
Haslett May 21-23. Donations for the Poppies
came to over $1200. As always, we could have
used lots more sales people. Proceeds are used
only to help needy veterans and their families.
We extend our special thanks to Larry Lose
and Ed Luther for organizing this year's Poppy
distribution force of Legion, Auxiliary and SAL
members. Our thanks to all of the volunteers for
donating their time and efforts to this worthy
cause.

STATE CONVENTION - The 2009 State Legion
Convention was held June 18-21 at the
Causeway Inn (formerly Holiday Inn South) in
Lansing.

ARMY BIRTHDAY - The Army’s birthday was
recognized on June 14" (also Flag Day) with
refreshments and snacks.

SUMMER MEETINGS - The Legion’s July
General Membership meeting is canceled.
However, the Executive Committee will meet at 7
p.m. on the 2nd. Both the July and August
Auxiliary meetings are canceled. The SAL will
meet in July and August. The regular meeting
schedules will resume in August for the Legion
and September for the Auxiliary.

LEGION TAPS - We regret informing readers
that Legion members Donald Polin, Martin L.
Raby, and Alfred J. Rockstad have passed
away. They will be greatly missed by their
families and friends.

AUXILIARY NEWS

SOCIAL EVENTS

It was voted at our last meeting that we would
celebrate birthdays of Auxiliary members on a
quarterly basis. This would consist of the unit
going out to lunch as a group and giving each

birthday honoree a card with $1.00 inside. At the
bottom of this newsletter, birthdays for June, July
and August are listed that have been
accumulated thus far. We need more input from
our members on how they would like to proceed.
This has been done before and enjoyed by all. It
gives a chance for all to get together as "women"
aside from the organization.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

We currently have 156 paid members,
including the following new members added to
our roster: Jeannie Polley, Lavaree Cockerham,
Colleen Clark, and Bonda Creswell. Our new
member from the last newsletter was listed as
Carol Barton and should have been Carol
Bartow. Our apologies for the error.

UNIT NEWS

The Michigan American Legion
Convention was held on June 18th, 19th, 20th
and 21st at the Causeway Inn (formerly Holiday
Inn South). Many thanks to those who worked
and to Kathy Sedell and Kathy Ayers for being
our delegates. Hopefully, they will come back to
our next meeting in September with some new
ideas and news of any pertinent changes.

We concluded our flower bulb fund raiser
and the proceeds were greater than anticipated
with our unit netting over $200.

Many thanks to all who volunteered their
services to collect donations for Poppy Days.
Your time and efforts are appreciated.

The post will be hosting a "Rib Cook-Off"
on July 25th (similar to the Chili Cook-off held
previously) to be held at the Post. Details will be
ported at the Post as they become available.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
22nd - Beverly Ferguson
JULY BIRTHDAYS
1%' - Chris McKearney
25" - Donna Palmer, Paula Middaugh
26" - Patricia Scott
31° - Cindy Huffman
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS



12" - Patricia Dutter

25™ - Kathy Sedell

31% - Arlene Kessler, Tammy Merritt
Happy Birthday to all of you!!!

SAL NEWS

The SAL will meet in both July and
August.

Membership cards are now available for
pickup with the $20 membership fee at the
Legion.

The SAL voted, at our last meeting, to
donate $300 for the Haslett Food Bank. The
needs are great in our community and the group
feels very strongly about helping the community
at large.

As a show of appreciation to Vision
Collision for all their help with Legion activities, a
number of SAL members helped Darryl Smith
replace and paint the fence rails that face Haslett
Road. Thanks to Mark, Jim Sheets and Darryl.

SAL Commander, Bill Gohier, and a
number of SAL members were in attendance for
the Flag Day ceremonies at the Legion. The
Immediate Past Post Commander, Larry Lose,
did a great job of bringing it all together. It was a

very moving ceremony.
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkk

COMING EVENTS:

RIB COOK-OFF - The Post will hold a rib cook-
off in the parking lot behind the Post on July 25™.
Tasting will start at 4 p.m. Hamburgers and hot
dogs will also be available. Bring the family out
for a good time!

ANNUAL POST # 269 PICNIC - The Post's
annual picnic will be held at Lake Lansing Park
North on Sunday, August 16™. The Post will
provide meat to be cooked on the grill and
beverages. Attendees are asked to bring a dish
to pass. The festivities will commence at 12:00
noon and end at 6:00 p.m. Bring the family out
for a good time.

Note: The Post lounge will be closed all day.

CONCERTS IN THE PARK - Don't forget
to attend Meridian Township’s summer Concerts
in the Park program. The weekly concerts are
held at 7 p.m. on Friday nights at the Lake
Lansing Park band shell. The concert on August
7" will be sponsored by Post 269 (Legion,
Auxiliary, and SAL) and will feature the Doowops
performing 50s and 60s music. Bring your lawn
chairs and/or blankets for a great evening of
entertainment.

MEMORIAL GOLF SCRAMBLE - The
Post will hold a memorial golf scramble on
September 20th at the Wheatfield Valley Golf
Course in Williamston. The scramble will honor
Post Legion, Auxiliary, and SAL members that
passed away in the past year.

Parties interested in sponsoring a hole or
registering to play golf can soon pick up an entry
form at the Post, or by contacting Bob Wyman or
Dave Pierce.

All are welcome, so come on out and
support the Post at this memorial event!




